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The rapid spread of hydraulic fracturing ("fracking") has temporarily boosted US natural gas and oil

production... and sparked a massive environmental backlash in communities across the country.

The fossil fuel industry is trying to sell fracking as the biggest energy development of the century,

with slick promises of American energy independence and benefits to local economies. SNAKE OIL

casts a critical eye on the oil-industry hype that has hijacked America's energy conversation. This is

the first book to look at fracking from both economic and environmental perspectives, informed by

the most thorough analysis of shale gas and oil drilling data ever undertaken. Is fracking the miracle

cure-all to our energy ills, or a costly distraction from the necessary work of reducing our fossil fuel

dependence?
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IMO, a magnum opus of KGB disinformation that I believe has a use for good, as an educational

tool. It does seem that people are super skeptical about corporations but not of unaccountable

environmental groups. No offense intended to any environmentalists and other well-intentioned,

smart folks - anyone in their right mind appreciates people who are thoughtful of other people and

their surroundings, but here's the truth behind many books like this one - they are products of

Russian disinformation campaigns.Read Disinformation and stand in awe of the Soviet/Russian

machine's disinformation apparatus (bigger than the rest of its military). Allegedly, these guys

created most environmental movements (especially the violent ones) during the cold war. The



reason for this was to make it more expensive for the US to pump oil, making them more reliant on

the Middle East, where, in Russia's backyard, all kinds of chaos could be wrought.Unlike in the

West, where private individuals and institutions own oil companies, big Russian companies are state

run often because they've been stolen by people backed by the state. Political activist

Khodorkovsky met such a fate. Thus, with the state's backing, such companies have unique

resources (e.g. military, espionage) to make money in oil and gas.
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